
 

 
The “Away” Team is a group of emerging and established artists who meet informally each Tuesday afternoon at OFFCenter Community Arts 
to: paint, draw, play, talk shop and support each other in their current projects with the guidance of fine artist/teacher Dave Blecha. This ex-
hibit of artwork was created from the simultaneous occurrence of large muslin canvases (which were donated to OFFCenter) and a daytrip 
away from OFFCenter the group took to Jemez. Inspired by the beauty of a day along rivers, canyons and mountains, the theme was hatched.  
 
The group expresses their gratitude: “Without the opportunity to meet at OFFCenter and the valuable atmosphere of creativity it pro-
vides, we would not exist as a group. Most importantly, we’re grateful for our teacher, Dave Blecha, for his insight, intelligence and knowedge. 
Dave provides a wonderful breadth of appreciation and acceptance of our work while fostering our growth as individual artists.”     

Art Exhibit Opens 
3rd Friday
Jan. 20th, 5-8 p.m.

  

“Looking to the Trees” by Dave Blecha

Glean: v.,1. to gather (information) bit by bit 2. to gather the useful remnants after harvesting [Old French glener]
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Our mission is to provide a safe place to make
art for the whole community,free of charge.

Georgia Kincaid

Iwas born and raised in Albuquerque off West
Central. I went to San Felipe school for five
years in the 1960s, then public school. I quit

school and moved to Colorado for two years.
That seemed to be the only thing to do at the
time and I wanted to get out of the house. All my
sisters had already moved out. I didn't want to
live at home any more. I was 18 when I came
back. I've got roots here. I don't think I could
ever leave Albuquerque. It gets frustrating for me
sometimes because it's so big and different. I've
been reminiscing with my family about the old
days. I've got roots here and I just feel a strong
attachment to Albuquerque.

I first came to OFFCenter about three years
ago. I had taken my first art class at CNM when
an instructor told me about it.Then I saw a flyer
posted and found out where the studio was
located.

To have a place to work on my art and to be
encouraged has helped me in so many ways. For
example, I don't focus on problems so much.
Going to the studio gives me a chance to feel
like I’m part of something bigger than myself.

There’s
always a project
to get involved
in. Yesterday I
braided plastic
bags together
for the bags
they're going to
be making. I did
a mixed-media
piece for the Shelter Show where I put newspa-
per clippings and a couple of artificial flowers, lit-
tle pieces of those. I like doing mosaic with glass.
I've been working on a really cute table. I think a
piece of furniture lasts a long time.

I have grown as a person as well as an artist
since I have been coming to OFFCenter.
Someone once said,“Growth is a process of trial
and error.The failed experiments are as much a
part of the process as the experiment that ulti-
mately works.” OFFCenter does work, not only
for me but so many others who spend time
there.We do feel connected to the community
and find self fulfillment. I hope OFFCenter con-
tinues forever!

AlbuQuirky House Tour
Tour Three Creative AlBuquirky homes:
“Color Me Folk,”“Geometry Unleashed,” & “The Famous Tile House”

Saturday, May 1st, 1 - 4 pm
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT OFFCENTER - 247-1172.

The New Mexico Art Therapy
Association will host a 3 part
series of events at OFFCenter in
April to raise awareness of the
aftermath of sexual violence –
an issue that touches every
person in our society in often
untold ways.

ART EXHIBIT OPENING
Friday,April 2nd, 2010, 5-8pm
An exhibit dedicated to healing
from the aftermath of sexual
violence using Altars as healing
ground.
Runs through April 23rd

Pre-registration is required for
panel discussion and art mak-
ing sessions. CEU credits are
available for Art Therapists
and Counselors. For more
information and to register
contact Sahnta at 505.264.3933.

PANEL DISCUSSION
Saturday, April 10th, 10 - Noon
The panelists will use the
images within the “Altars of
Light” exhibit to focus on rais-
ing awareness and develop
resiliency.

ART MAKING SESSION
Sat., April 10th, 1:30 - 3:30pm
Rosemary Imhof, LPAT will lead
an art making session in
response to panel discussion
and images from the “Altars of
Light” exhibit. T - Th: 1 - 7 pm; F: 1 - 5 pm; Sa: 10 am - 2 pm

“Away!”
Mountains,  
Rivers & Canyons
January 20th - 31st


